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The Calling Equation—Elements of the Call

I remember reading that the first computers used by NASA to put
men on the moon were about as powerful as today’s pocket
calculators. The idea of engineers standing around with slide rules
calculating re-entry trajectories, while three guys sitting in a tin
can equipped with booster rockets stared into the dark void of
space, is unnerving. But it worked! Such is the predictive power of
a good equation.

In guiding men through the exploration of a call, it can like-
wise be quite helpful to use an equation of sorts. The “Calling
Equation” presented here is neither mathematically rigorous nor
guaranteed to deliver unerringly accurate results; the glorious
mystery of a man’s call precludes any formulaic, litmus-test
process of decision-making.

Instead, the Calling Equation attempts to bring together the
explicit and implicit criteria for ministry call as revealed in
Scripture. It is meant to help objectively evaluate the subjective
impressions, comparative talents, and varieties of experience that
make each man’s journey of calling unique. Most importantly, as
previously discussed, the Calling Equation points to how the grace
of God is at work in a man to bring him into fruitful ministry. It is
a quantifier of grace.

The Calling Equation is set out as follows:
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The Grace of God will be seen in

CHARACTER
+
CAPABILITIES
+
CoNpDUcT IN THE HoME
+
CONFIRMATION IN THE CHURCH

This section is devoted to unpacking the Calling Equation.

Grace in Character

All Christians are called to live a holy life. This is an absolute and
universal call. We are called to flee sin, resist the devil, and love
God and others with all our hearts. If every believer is called to
holiness, why is it necessary to spell out character qualifications
for leaders? For several reasons.

+ Aleader specifically represents Christ before the world and
before the church. A leader sets the standard of maturity
and conduct in the church, a standard that must be “above
reproach.”

+ Paul called Timothy to guard his life and doctrine (1Ti 4:16),
so the credibility of both could be passed to others through
his ministry.

+ The presence of indwelling sin presents an ongoing chal-
lenge to leaders in the form of selfish ambition and pride.
No leader is exempt from the danger of these snares, or the
various other temptations and trials that come in the service
of God.

+ Scripture provides for a leader’s disqualification based on
character deficiencies. The potentially tragic impact of dis-
qualification on a man's life, family, and church, and on the
witness of that church to the world, demands that a leader’s
character be demonstrated in an ongoing way in the life of
the church.

+ Leadership is a taxing and often discouraging labor, and
should not be thrust upon a man of immature character. As
one writer has aptly put it,
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